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Any program that wants to receive subsidy payments from a family participating in the 
Wisconsin Shares subsidy program must participate in YoungStar. This requirement 
applies to the following types of programs: provisionally and regularly certified family 
providers; licensed family, group and day camp programs; and license-exempt public-
school programs.   
 
This requirement can only be met with the submittal of a YoungStar Contract. Once the 
YoungStar Contract is received, and the program is in full regulatory status, families 
participating in Wisconsin Shares can receive an authorization to receive subsidy 
payments for that program. A YoungStar Contract is valid for two years and must be 
renewed on a bi-annual basis. DCF mails out renewals a minimum of 120 days prior to 
the due date of the renewal contract.  
 
Programs that earn a 4 or 5 Star YoungStar rating are eligible for YoungStar quality 

adjustment payments to support high-quality programming in the following way:  

5 Star = Quality adjustment of up to 30% of Wisconsin Shares subsidy amounts 
4 Star = Quality adjustment of up to 15% of Wisconsin Shares subsidy amounts 
 
A program’s YoungStar rating also impacts Wisconsin Shares subsidy amounts in the 
following ways: 
 
3, 4, or 5 Star = No impact on subsidy amounts 
2 Star = Wisconsin Shares subsidy amounts decreased by up to 1% 
1 Star = Program is not eligible for Wisconsin Shares payments 
 
Please submit your YoungStar Contract to your local YoungStar office as quickly as 
possible. You do NOT need to have finalized the certification or licensing process 
before you send in a YoungStar Contract. Once you have a provider number, it is your 
responsibility to contact your local YoungStar office with this information, and they will 
enter your YoungStar Contract into the YoungStar system back to the date it was 
originally received.   
 
If your YoungStar Contract is received after you are certified or licensed, families will be 
able to receive a Wisconsin Shares authorization to your program on or after the day the 
contract is received by the local YoungStar office. Families will not receive Wisconsin 
Shares subsidy payments back to the date you were certified or licensed if a YoungStar 
Contract has not been received prior to that date. 
 
Ready to submit? Questions? Contact your local YoungStar office. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Department of Children and Families (DCF) is an equal opportunity employer and service provider.  If you have a 
disability and need to access this information in an alternate format, or need it translated to another language, 
contact the Bureau of Early Care Regulation at dcfcclicreg@wisconsin.gov, 608-421-7550 (general), or the Wisconsin 
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Relay Service (WRS) 711.  For civil rights questions call 608-422-6889 (general) or the Wisconsin Relay Service (WRS) 
711. 
 
DCF yog ib tus tswv hauj lwm thiab yog ib qhov chaw muab kev pab cuam muaj vaj huam sib luag rau sawv daws. 
Yog tias koj muaj ib tus mob xiam oob qhab thiab xav tau cov ntaub ntawv no ua lwm hom, lossis xav kom muab 
txhais ua lwm yam lus, hu rau BECR ntawm dcfcclicreg@wisconsin.gov, 608-421-7550 (siv dav dav), lossis Wisconsin 
Relay Service (WRS) 711. Rau cov lus nug txog neeg txoj cai hu rau 608-422-6889 (siv dav dav), lossis Wisconsin 
Relay Service (WRS) 711. 
 
DCF es un empleador y proveedor de servicios que ofrece igualdad de oportunidades.  Si tiene alguna discapacidad y 
necesita acceso a esta información en un formato alternativo, o si necesita traducción a otro idioma, por favor 
comuníquese con BECR al dcfcclicreg@wisconsin.gov, 608-421-7550 (general) o Wisconsin Relay Service (WRS) 711.  
Para preguntas sobre derechos civiles, llame al 608-422-6889 (general) o Wisconsin Relay Service (WRS) 711. 


